vi                             Preface
student to lay a solid foundation for his further study of
historical English grammar, and to provide a basis for the
next volume of the Series, which will deal with Middle
English.
It was originally our intention to include in the present
volume some chapters on Syntax, but it was found that
the inclusion of these chapters would have rendered the
book too large for the Series. This omission of the
syntax cannot however be regarded as a serious draw-
back, because the volume dealing with historical English
syntax is already in active preparation, and will, it is
hoped, be ready for press this year.
Although this Grammar makes no pretence of being an
exhaustive work, yet it is by far the most complete
Grammar that has hitherto been written in our own
language, and the first to deal with the subject in a strictly
scientific manner. We gratefully acknowledge the help
we have derived from the learned articles and books by
that splendid band of German Anglisten which has done
so much to throw light upon the history and philology ot
our language in all its stages. On pp. xiii-xiv will be found
a select list of the books which we have found most useful,
but it is our pleasant duty to mention here our special
indebtedness to the works of Bulbring, Cosijn, and
Sievers.
In conclusion, we wish to express our sincere thanks to
the Controller of the University Press for his great kind-
ness in complying with our wishes in regard to special
type, and to the Press Reader for the excellent manner in
which he has read the proofs.
JOSEPH WRIGHT.
OXFORD                     ELIZABETH M. WRIGHT.
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